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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve the reliability of an extraction 
result and reduce the burden on an operator by an area 
extracting method which uses connection area 
expansion by indicating one point which belongs to an 
extracted area other than a target area on a three- 
dimensional display image and deleting the area other 
than the target area when the area other than the target 
area is extracted as a result of area extraction. 
CONSTITUTION: An extraction processor 103 extracts 
the target area to be extracted by the connection area 
expanding method by referring to data in a three- 
dimensional image memory 102. A three-dimensional 
display processor 106 generates three-dimensional 
display image data on the extracted area at an optional 
point of time of extraction on a VRAM 107 according to 
data in the three-dimensional memory 102 and output 
data from a filter 1 05 and displays the generated data on 
a CRT 108. If there is an area which is not displayed on 
the three dimensional display screen, an operator sets 

an expansion start point in the excess area by using an input device 109 to extract the excess 
area, which is clearly displayed on the three-dimensional display screen and deleted. 
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